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New BuscaPlantasPR.com website offers
opportunity to increase Zingiberales use
in Puerto Rican landscaping
By Francisco Pérez, HSPR Contributor
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On October 31, 2011, Bokeana
Corporation, a nursery and landscape contractor from Hormigueros, Puerto Rico, launched their
new website
www.BuscaPlantasPR.com.
The site combines a plant search
engine with a supplier directory
and availability tool that enables
its users, primarily landscape designers and contractors, to perform searches based on specific
plant categories, growth, growing
environment, maintenance requirements, characteristics, uses and
special features. It can be accessed free of charge for basic
functionality by hobbyists and
plant enthusiasts/collectors, but
requires the users to register.
Besides the search capabilities for
plants, the site allows subscribed
users advanced
search capabilities
that allow
them to
find local
suppliers
that are
selling the
plants
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commercially on the island.
The development of this website
took one year from specs to
launch. It required a parallel effort
in designing and programming a
database for the web, plus a team
dedicated to documenting plant
information from reputable
sources and photographing the
plants.
The plant information provided on
the website has as its intended audience landscape architects, landscapers and plant enthusiasts, so it
focuses less on taxonomical aspects and more on ornamental features of the plants, proper environDates to Remember
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 HSPR Meeting, 10:00 am, Sunday, December 11,
2011. At the farm of Dr. José Abreu, Cidra, P.R.
 Heliconia Society International Conference, July
23 - August 7, 2012. Panama, Costa Rica & Colombia. Pre-Conference Tour to Chiriquí, Panama & Costa Rica. Post-Conference Tour to
Colombia.

BuscaPlantasPR.com website
(continued)

Above: The site’s main menu page and results for an advanced search for heliconias.

Below: A view of the website’s detailed information page for torch ginger (Etlingera elatior).
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BuscaPlantasPR.com website
(continued)

Part 2 of the detailed information page for torch ginger (Etlingera elatior).
ment for growing them, and cultivation. Since the
information is intended for local landscapers and
enthusiasts, a decision was made to provide the information in Spanish. The team made a great effort
in ensuring the latest scientific names were used in
the database by verifying each plant’s name in the
International Plants Name Index (IPNI) and theplantlist.org website, which are the key sources for
correct nomenclature. The team also made sure
that all the plants in the database are either in cultivation or have been cultivated in the past in Puerto
Rico.
As of the launch date, the website had a total of
1,120 plants documented, but Bokeana plans to
continue adding plants and continue improving the
content provided. Out of the total number of
plants documented to date, the website offers information for the following Zingiberales: 102 Heliconia, 6 Alpinia, 4 Musa, 2 Hedychium, 2 Curcuma,
1 Dichorisandra, 1 Tapeinochilos, 1 Costus sp., 1
Zingiber, 1 Monocostus, 2 Ensete, 2 Etlingera, 3
Canna, and 3 Strelitzia, for a total of 131 varieties
or 11.6% of the total number of plants listed. The
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team plans to continue documenting varieties and
cultivars, to make sure these plants are more widely
known and used in landscaping.
Since the users of this site are likely to be people
interested in plants, the site offers a free events announcement calendar, where organizations such as
HSPR can announce their meetings and educational
activities, so that interested website users can attend. When an event is entered it is reviewed by
the website administrator and if approved it will be
posted on the global calendar which is visible by all
users of the site.
We hope this article motivates all members of
HSPR to register on our site and help develop the
content that is related to Zingiberales. The BuscaPlantasPR.com team still needs to work on photography and information for many Zingiberales
varieties so if you are interested in offering help,
please feel free to contact me on 787-399-0120 or
via e-mail at: admin@buscaplantaspr.com
(Ing. Francisco J. Pérez-Vega is President of Bokeana Corporation)
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The Heliconia Society of Puerto Rico, Inc. was founded in 1996. The objectives of the society are to stimulate and promote the enjoyment and understanding of Heliconia and related plants of the order Zingiberales through
education, research and communication, and to interact with the Heliconia
Society International and other institutions which share similar interests, purposes or objectives.

President’s Corner
Saludos Amigos,
As everybody knows, our September meeting was derailed by Tropical Storm Maria. This meeting had been
scheduled for the western side of the island because the
last meetings had been mostly in the metropolitan area.
After consulting and considering different ideas and options, we decided to attempt rescheduling the meeting.
Thanks to the generosity of Dr. Juan A. Rivero and Dr.
Figueroa, we were able to obtain the conference room of
the Juan A. Rivero Zoo in Mayaguez for the second
Sunday in October. The atmosphere was very pleasant,
surrounded by nature, and was a perfect consolation as a
meeting locale.

December’s meeting will by at my house in Cidra, and
will be a regular meeting. I ask you to please bring food
dishes, preferably home made and not expensive items.
Also, above all, please bring plants, rhizomes, trees,
etc., for the raffle. Remember that the raffles have become one of the most attractive (and productive) parts
of our society. In this meeting the new leaders will be
elected, who will direct the activities of the HSPR for
the next two years.
Nos vemos en Cidra,
José R. Abreu,
President, HSPR

Even though the participation of the “westerners” was
less than anticipated, the meeting went well. Many
thanks for the special cooperation of Isabelita, Gildreth,
Myriam and the rest of the women enthusiasts and leaders. I hope that the absence of the “locals” was due to
lack of information and not lack of interest. Once again
I would like to thank Dr. Rivero for his generosity,
words of wisdom, and advice on heading an association.
December’s meeting will be my last as president of this
society. I hope I have been useful in its preservation
and/or improvement. I have tried to do the best possible
job within my means. I give thanks to all those who
have helped me, including Hector, Bob and Gildreth,
Reily, Yolanda, Isabelita and others, and I ask them to
do the same for the next president… as I also plan to do.
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HSPR president José Abreu with two huge inflorescences of Heliconia caribaea ‘Canaries Giant’ (also
known in Puerto Rico as ‘St. Lucia’).
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