-4 Species

Common Name

Costus barbatus
C. malortieanus
C. spicatus
C.sp.
Monocostus uniflora
Tapeinochilus ananassae

Red Tower Ginger
Stepladder Ginger
P. R. Native
"Red Rose" (Hort.)
Insulina
Red Wax Ginger

The propagation techniques are fairly simple:
(1) Select mature stems, cutting them diagonally into sections having at least two,
preferably three nodes.
(2) Mark each section with an "up" or "down" indicator -- up or down referring to the
growth position of the stem.
(3) Place sections in the down position in a vessel containing a solution of root hormone
sufficient to cover the lower-most node.
(4) Allow to soak for at least V2 day, or longer if attempting to start roots before potting.
(5) Fill a container having drain holes with about 5-6 inches of moistened potting
medium (eg: ProMix) and place "down end" of cut sections separately spaced into the
medium with lower node covered.
(6) Give pot a light top dressing of a balanced fertilizer.
(7) Place container in a warm, brightly lighted location; water only enough to keep the
potting medium moist, not soaked.
(8) When sprouted cuttings have multiple-leaf growth, transplant individually to larger
pots.
If other members of HSPR have had additional experience in this, or can add to the list
of stem-propagated species, please give the information to Bob Lankford, P. O. Box 3162,
Mayaguez, PR 00681, Tel: 833-8821.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Meeting of HSPR.
Our third meeting of 1998 is scheduled for 10:00 AM, September 13, the second Sunday
of the month. The meeting venue will be at the home and tinea of Dr. German Charron, near
Corozal. He kindly has agreed to conduct a tour of part of his finca where he has extensive
planting of his Heliconia collection. A road map is attached. His telephone No. is 859-5503.
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